The following is a letter that you can use to express your concerns about the federal government’s intention to weaken environmental assessment laws, which will undermine sustainable development in Canada.  You should send this letter to the Minister of Environment Jim Prentice, and if possible also send copies to Prime Minister Harper and to the MPs who are the environment critics of the opposition parties.

· If you can, personalize your letter/email by adding information about your own specific concerns. This could relate to a particular type of development projects, a particular environmental assessment, or other sustainable development issues.

· Make sure to send a copy to your own Member of Parliament.

· After the letter, you will find a list of the mailing addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses of all MPs who should be copied, if possible.  Remember, postage is free for letters sent to MPs at the House of Commons!
*******

Dear Minister Prentice,
 

I have learned of government documents discussing the federal government’s plans to eliminate legal requirements to conduct assessments of the adverse environmental effects of development projects under federal control.  I oppose eliminating the key federal role in environmental assessment and urge you to abandon this initiative.
 

The Canadian Environmental Assessment Act can and should be improved so that the tools it already provides result in a more effective and efficient federal environmental assessment process.  A transparent process with ample opportunity for public input must be established to do this.   Canadians want sustainable development.  We will not reach this goal by eliminating environmental assessment but rather by strengthening it.  Thank you for considering my views.
 

CC:  The Right Hon. Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada
        David McGuinty, MP, Liberal Environment Critic
        Linda Duncan, MP, NDP Environment Critic
        Bernard Bigras, MP, Bloc Quebecois Environment Critic
        Elizabeth May, Leader of the Green Party 
******

 
The Honourable Jim Prentice 
Minister of the Environment
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6
Prentice.J@parl.gc.ca 
 

The Right Hon. Stephen Harper 
Prime Minister of Canada
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6
Harper.S@parl.gc.ca 
 

David McGuinty
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6
(613) 992-3269
McGuiDa@parl.gc.ca
 

Linda Duncan
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6
(613) 995-7325
Duncan.L@parl.gc.ca 
 

Bernard Bigras
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6
(613) 992-0423
BigraB@parl.gc.ca 
 

Elizabeth May
Green Party of Canada
PO Box 997, Station B
Ottawa, ON K1P 5R1
leader@greenparty.ca
