
The Global Importance The Global Importance 
of Forest Commonsof Forest Commons
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Forest commonsForest commons



Role of forest commonsRole of forest commons
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Hypothetical performance of forest areas Hypothetical performance of forest areas 
under different management objectivesunder different management objectives



Extent and spread of forest Extent and spread of forest 
commonscommons



Increasing prominence of rural Increasing prominence of rural 
collective institutionscollective institutions
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Distribution of forest ownershipDistribution of forest ownership

3910.03910.0466.1466.1180.0180.0145.8145.83188.13188.1TotalTotal

2172.12172.1121.5121.5180.0180.0125.8125.81744.81744.8Developing CountriesDeveloping Countries

1737.91737.9344.6344.60020.020.01443.31443.3Developed CountriesDeveloped Countries

1057.31057.3106.5106.566.766.7106.5106.5777.6777.6Latin AmericaLatin America

418.5418.55.25.2101.4101.415.115.1296.4296.4AsiaAsia

696.7696.79.89.811.911.94.24.2670.8670.8AfricaAfrica

IndiIndi././
FirmFirm

Comm./Comm./
IndigenousIndigenousCommunityCommunityGovt. Govt. 

TotalTotal

PrivatePrivatePublicPublicCountry nameCountry name

More than 180 million hectares created in the past two decades

FAO 2005, Forest Trends 2002, Agrawal 2007



Research on forest commonsResearch on forest commons



Rural resource governance Rural resource governance 
institutions: Forest commonsinstitutions: Forest commons
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Collective action and local Collective action and local 
enforcementenforcement
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Importance of local enforcementImportance of local enforcement
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The IFRI research programThe IFRI research program
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A group of quite short people on the average? 

Recent photograph of IFRI researchers in Bogor, Ind onesia (2006)



IFRI Conceptual Model





IFRI Data as of September 2006IFRI Data as of September 2006
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Data and methodsData and methods



Distribution of casesDistribution of cases

152152TotalTotal

44United StatesUnited States

2525UgandaUganda

66TanzaniaTanzania

5151NepalNepal

66MexicoMexico

1111KenyaKenya

3434IndiaIndia

55GuatemalaGuatemala

1010BoliviaBolivia

FrequencyFrequencyCountryCountry



Methods and modelMethods and model
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Preliminary findings: Enforcement Preliminary findings: Enforcement 
and its impact on forest conditionand its impact on forest condition



Successful enforcement and Predicted Successful enforcement and Predicted 
Probabilities regarding Forest Condition Probabilities regarding Forest Condition 
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Successful enforcement with and Successful enforcement with and 
without improvement activities without improvement activities 
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Enforcement and commercial value Enforcement and commercial value 
of forestsof forests
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Enforcement and forest patch sizeEnforcement and forest patch size
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ConclusionsConclusions
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Lessons for future research and Lessons for future research and 
workwork
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Further Information about IFRI

IFRI website at http://www.umich.edu/~ifri


