World Urban 4 Forum Report
Jim Elliott, Delegate

1. Roles and Responsibilities of Delegates of the Health Caucus attending WUF4, Nanjng, China.

Co-Chairs
Develop agenda and process for Workshop session
Facilitate session
Ensure participation at session
Track all deliverables and partnership possibilities as outcomes of session
Represent the RCEN Health Caucus in the session

All

" Promote events and develop appropriate publicity strategies
Organize logistics for session and maintain communications with WUF4 organizing points
Identify key sessions at WUF4 of potential interest and use to the Health Caucus
Attend key events
Develop report of experience, with new resources and contacts listed, as well of analysis of
future opportunities
Ensure presentation of report to Health Caucus and RCEN, and posting of reports on Health
Caucus portion of website
Represent the Health Caucus and Canadian Environmental Network with appropriate conduct
at all times

2. Canadian Delegation Reception — November 2, 2008

Prior to the Forum, the Health Caucus had been in touch with the various government and
non-government delegates collectively known as the Canadian Delegation. They had set up this
reception in Nanjing prior to the Forum as a gathering point and a chance for a meet and greet. The
reception was in the Crown Plaza Hotel lounge on the evening of November 2, 2008.

It was very low key with little or no food/beverages. It was simply a chance to meet and talk
and get to know each other and be a little more familiar to what each was doing in Nanjing and back
in Canada.

During that time, we had an opportunity to discuss our place and role while here in Nanjing as
well as explain and inform others of what and who is the RCEN and the Health Caucus. We passed
out brochures about our session (see Appendix 1). This was also the format we used for our other
opportunities to advertise the session as well as the morning ENGO gathering.

3. November 3, 2008

The opening ceremonies included the opening welcomes from the various levels of government
within China, the organizing committee including the Executive Director of Habitat. As part of this
was a long list of musicians, singers and dancers. The presentations from the Chinese
representatives to our ears seemed to be very loud and abrasive. It seemed to be an attempt to
indoctrinate their power and action as it relates to their presence on the world stage.



Opening Minds, Closing Gaps: The Humanitarian Dimension of Urbanization lead by UN
Habitat.

Towards Inclusive Cities: Enhancing the voice of pro-poor organizations lead by the
Development Innovations Group.

Communities as Key Actors in Disaster Rehabilitation lead by Asia Coalition for Housing
Rights (Tape 25).

Government of China Reception
At the Government of China reception following the opening plenary and first sessions, there was a
further opportunity to talk with delegates and to encourage them to attend our morning sessions and
our workshop session. We handed out more brochures.

November 4, 2008

Through planning, | was given the role of handling the morning ENGO sessions. This was one
hour from 8-9 to talk to other delegates about the RCEN, the Health Caucus and our various
sessions. We also had an opportunity to see if there was a future role for our multistakeholder
consultation process within their country. It was also a chance to see if there was an active
ENGO community in their country. Unfortunately with the shortness of advertising and the fact
that this was not in the formal program, we did not get any people stopping in this morning but did
talk with others. But as a result of our presence, | did opt to sit in on a training session following
our morning session.

Training Session — Urban Water Conservation and Demand Management for Utilities and all Other
Stakeholders (Tape 27)

This looked at acquiring knowledge and developing various skills related to water conservation
and demand management, public awareness and legislative measures to implement and to look
at best practices used in Asian cities.

Climate Change — From Bali to Copenhagen (Tape 29)



This described the actions of various cities around the world and how collectively through various
world organizations can play an active and important role in the development of the Kyoto Plus or
how the world will ultimately act to limit climate change to keep it below 2 degree global increase.
This would mean that we need to reduce our fossil fuel burning by close to 85 per cent. It
explained how the cities will be lobbying their governments to be strong and proactive in the
discussions both in Poznan, Poland in 2008 and ultimately in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2009.
They are also planning appropriate milestones and international conferences to build the
momentum to be at the table in Copenhagen.

There was an obvious link between the groups within RCEN and the FCM to work together to
influence the Canadian government to move significantly along in firstly not blocking consensus,
through acknowledgment to do strong steps to ultimately building this and working with other
countries to take those strong steps on a global stage which would be written into the Kyoto Plus
agreement signed in Copenhagen.

November 5, 2008

ENGO Morning Session
This session was more fruitful than the day before. We did get a couple of individuals that were
interested in our model and to hear more about the RCEN and how we might be of assistance to
them.
The first one was from a professor at a university in Seoul, South Korea. They have a fairly active
ENGO community but do not have a structure such as RCEN. This could provide us an
opportunity to do some exchange training or work to get more structure to their consultation
process in their country.
With the other, it was a matter of providing information about our session the following day and to
give them more information about the RCEN.

Cities Beyond Oil (Tape 30)
This was a presentation of a contest of fifteen university student teams that were given the
challenge of developing and designing sustainable city models in two countries, China and
Sweden. Each was given a specific city precinct and was given the challenge to work with the
current culture, structure and economic model and move it into a sustainable model. Six were
given an opportunity to present their models with the winning team would be given a prize of free
tuition.

A Culture of Sustainability — Multi-Stakeholder Process (Tape 31)

| participated as a facilitator for one small group session. In this, we talked about our

personal stories, key elements of success and resources involved.
Stories included the myth that partnerships are not efficient or effective.
They talked of working with local councils to show that working together was
very beneficial. They had worked to develop links to the international
community and to work on specific initiatives.
Successes needed local leadership, to be more reactive to local needs.
You needed to be a good listener. You needed to ask the public what they
want. They also built allegiances with local leaders.



Resources that helped were personal supports, funding, community energy
& involvement and finding the passion.
The notes from the workshop include the following:
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| recorded this session and will be looking at the tapes more closely for details that
can go into the final report.

Urban Agriculture for Resident Cities (Tape 32)
The discussion was focused around the relevance of urban agriculture and how can it be a part of
what is a sustainable city and deal with the demands of urban people for food. There were six
challenges that are facing us in the near future.

1.

The first challenge is that since Vancouver and WUF3 and Nanjing, the world population
has shifted from being a majority in the rural to being a majority in the urban or city. There
are now >50% of the planet’s population living in cities. Therefore who is going to feed the
predominantly urban population? The old paradigm of the rural feeding the small urban
populations has virtually disappeared. What will the role of urban agriculture to feed urban
cities?

. There are now at least 1 billion slum dwellers whose numbers are growing. By 2030, the

numbers are to hit 2 billion. These individuals and families have little to provide in the
sense of food production. The millennium goals to begin to deal with the slum dwellers are
very meager and is not going to deal effectively with this scenario of growth. What is the
role of agriculture in these slums and how can we begin to deal with this growing problem?
The challenge of hunger tells us that at least 1 billion people are suffering from hunger this
year and is increasing in numbers. How will urban food production deal with the hunger of
the growing numbers?

The fourth challenge is the challenge of security. The quantity of food or stockpiles of food
on the planet hasn’t dramatically changed over the past 10-20 years while the time that the
stocks will feed is going down from 1 year to 2-3 months. In any case of climate change or
poor production, the stocks will be reduced even further, particularly for the poor who
cannot afford to purchase food. What also has happened over the years is that the food
stocks have largely been privatized. They have become speculative goods and nobody is
controlling this speculation.

The fifth challenge is to what extent urban agriculture can respond to the problems of
adaptation and mitigation as it relates to climate change. Much of what we do is export
driven which is very energy intensive and contributes to climate change.



6. The last challenge is that most urban and peri-urban agricultural land is decreasing in
amounts and is threatened by urban development. The challenge to secure land to feed
cities is growing.

If urban agriculture does not link up to 2-3 of these challenges, it will remain to be a marginalized
mechanism to tackle some of the large problems facing cities today.

Integrated Sustainable Community Planning Through Stakeholder Engagement — CMHC
(Tape 36)
It identified issues and key factors that are relevant to your community and that must be
addressed in the planning process; it organizes, prepares and implements an integrated planning
process network and how to generate and secure stakeholder engagement so that all who need to
be involved are included in order to work together in the integrated planning process.

General Comments

The overall comments were that there weren’'t as many sessions as the Forum in Vancouver. The
comparison between Vancouver and Nanjing was heard a number of times from various
individuals. The International Expo Centre was equally large but the international portion of the
space being even smaller. There was also a number who noted that the delegate registration
there was smaller than Vancouver. This could be due to the travel costs, visa requirements and
the shortened time of the Forum. The halls holding the Chinese cities displays were very beautiful
but “cold’ as they were technically strong but did not feel warm or include a lot of people. The
halls were majestic and from what | heard were built in just 3 months. The banners across the city
were strong and large in numbers. Even during the trip in from the airport, there were lots of
signs. There was also a lot of effort to clean up and make it a colourful and beautiful time in the
city.

There was a couple of times where the shuttle buses going to the hotel were not there when we
were told they would be. The taxi service seemed to work well but drivers did not know English so
we had to always provide the Chinese names for the hotels or our destinations.

| was interviewed a couple of times during the event. In the first one, they wanted to know what
our impression of Nanjing was as well as the convention centre. They also took pictures of the
interview. The second from China Today (a daily newspaper) was taken during the final
ceremonies. This was more related to the impressions of the forum. | provided my business card
to them hoping that they would send a copy of their production.

Throughout the entire session, there were thousands of volunteers that were there to help the
delegates. They were very helpful and enthusiastic. It was also a chance for them to build their
English skills.

| was also able to talk a couple of times to a student from Toronto that was there from his
university. | was able to retain a WUF4 red and white umbrella as well as a roll up display. | have
also included a few pictures of the session as well as Nanjing and the Forum site.






Contact Business Cards

Wambi Balayo Swaibu — Public Relations Officer - Youth Desk — State House, Mbale District,
Uganda (256-782-399993) bswailbu@gmail.com

Hiroaki Suzuki — EAP Urban Sector Leader, China Urban Program Coordinator, Urban
Development Sector Unit, East Asia and Pacific Region, World Bank, Washington, DC (202-
458-0329) bsuzuki@worldbank.org (attended our session)

George Karicha - Co-founder & Chairperson — Youth Peace Alliance, Nairobi, Kenya (254-
723328703) ypalliance@gmail.com thuranirageorge@yahoo.com

Donovan Storey - Lecturer, Development Planning — School of Geography, Planning and
Architecture, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia (61-7-3365-6707)
d.storey@ug.edu.au (He could not attend the session and left his card)

Bony Kilivwa Agufa — Coordinator & Chairman, Teens of Hope Initiative, Nairobi, Kenya (254-
724656244) teensofhope@yahoo.com bkilivwa@yahoo.com

Henrik Johansson — City of Vaxjo, Sweden (0470-413 30)
henrik.johansson@kommun.vaxjo.se (Vaxjo, Sweden was awarded the greenest city in
Europe)

Kwi-Gon Kim — Professor, Seoul University, Seoul, South Korea (82-17-315-5914)
kwigon@snu.ac.kr (See November 5™ morning session)

Majid Namjoo — Deputy Minister of Energy, Tehran, Iran (9821-88953330-1)
Namjoo@nww.co.ir

Evelyn Nacario-Castro — Executive Director, Ramon Aboitiz Foundation, Cebu City, Phillipines
(032-418-7234 loc. 104) evelyn.nacario@rafi.org.ph

Tom Sipul — Director, Geoplus Limited, Nairobi, Kenya (020-2446893) geoplusltd@gmail.com
Stanley Kparkillen — Deputy Managing Director of Administration, Liberia National Housing
Authority, Monrovia, Liberia (231-6-512914) skparkillen2g7 @yahoo.com

Shannon Watt — Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Ottawa swatt@fcm.ca (contact within
FCM that is working on the Bali to Copenhagen climate change file)

Konrad Otto-Zimmerman — Secretary General, Local Governments for Sustainability, ICLEI,
Toronto (416-392-1462) secretary.general@iclei.org (See Cities and Climate Change: from
Bali to Copenhagen)




The Health Caucus of the Canadian The Health Caucus of the Canadian
Environmental Network cordially invites you and Environmental Network cordially invites you and
your friends to the following events: your friends to the following events:

A  Culture of Sustainability:  Multi- A Culture of Sustainability:  Multi-
stakeholder Process . This seminar will bring stakeholder Process . This seminar will bring

together diverse sectors to highlight their successes together diverse sectors to highlight their successes
in past work that involved partnering around in past work that involved partnering around
environment and health issues. We wish to explore environment and health issues. We wish to explore
the process of developing multi-stakeholder the process of developing multi-stakeholder
partnerships and resulting successes in these issue partnerships and resulting successes in these issue
areas. The member groups of the Canadian areas. The member groups of the Canadian
Environmental Network have long been involved in  Environmental Network have long been involved in
developing partnerships, among NGOs and also developing partnerships, among NGOs and also
including government and industry. The session including government and industry. The session

will be held: will be held:
November 5", 11:30am-1: 30pm, Room MR November 5™, 11:30am-1: 30pm, Room MR
417A 417A
ENGO Caucus Sessions ENGO Caucus Sessions
()%. ()%.
/ /
November 4 ™ and 5™ - 8:00 to 9:00 am Meeting November 4 ™ and 5™ - 8:00 to 9:00 am Meeting

Room 203 Room 203
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