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Caucus Chair: Anna Tilman, STORM Coalition, ON 
Steering Committee Members: Sandra Boswell, The Allergy & Environmental Illness Group, PEI; Delores Broten, Reach for Unbleached, BC; John Jackson, Citizens Network on Waste Management, ON; Bruno Marccochio, Sierra Club of Canada, NS; Michel Gaudet, The Allergy and Environmental Health Association of Quebec, QC; Dave Stevens, Community Health Opposition to Known Emissions Dangers (CHOKED), BC
The Toxics Caucus Steering Committee held teleconferences on May 10, September 27, and April 4. A National Caucus meeting was held via teleconference on November 22, as there was no funding to hold a face-to-face meeting and few Caucus members were able to attend the RCEN AGA. Steering Committee elections were held in June-July.
Caucus members participated in the following consultations. All consultations are with Environment Canada unless otherwise indicated. For more information on a given consultation, please follow the link to the relevant consultations page on the RCEN website.
1. Advisory Committee for critical use exemptions on Methyl Bromide (under the Montreal Protocol): Anna Tilman of STORM Coalition participated in this multi-stakeholder Committee, which reviewed applications for exemptions and met by teleconference on September 25 to provide recommendations to Environment Canada.

2. Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) Review: An ENGO teleconference was held April 11 2007. The House of Commons tabled its report on the CEPA Review in spring 2007. The government issued an interim response in the fall, and the Senate released its report on March 4 2008. The government has 150 days from this date to respond, at which point ENGOs may wish to respond.
3. Chemicals Management Plan (CMP): RCEN collaborated with Environment Canada and Health Canada to organize and select delegates for an NGO consultation on the CMP on March 27. Following this, the RCEN formed a Working Group on the CMP, which held ten teleconferences over the spring and summer (some with EC and HC) to plan ENGO participation. In response to an RFP issued by Health Canada, the Working Group prepared a proposal for an NGO Capacity Building project around the CMP. In November, the RCEN was awarded a three-year, $400 000 contract for this work (see separate project report for more details).
4. Consultations on Proposed Risk Management Instruments for Mercury Containing Products: Four RCEN selected delegates and other RCEN members attended workshops hosted by Environment Canada on February 21 in Vancouver and February 27 in Toronto. RCEN held an ENGO teleconference on February 19 and several delegates submitted written comments after the meetings.
5. Environment Canada and Health Canada’s Stakeholder Advisory Council for the Chemicals Management Plan: The RCEN selected Fe de Leon of CELA and Anne Kuersten of Tantramar Environmental Alliance as delegates to this multi-stakeholder Council, which held its first meeting in Ottawa on January 25, 2008. Kapil Khatter of Environmental Defence was also invited directly by Environment Canada. The Council will meet 3 times per year.
6. Environmental Assessment Working Group on substances under the Food and Drugs Act: Kapil Khatter, Kathleen Cooper, Maria Castro, and Sandra Madray attended meetings in Ottawa on March 26-28 and October 16-18, and a teleconference on February 12 2008. An ENGO teleconference was held March 13 2007. The ENGO delegates also sit on three subcommittees that meet regularly in person and via teleconference.
7. International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) Meeting in Toronto: The RCEN and IPEN co-hosted a planning meeting in Toronto from January 23-25 2008. Members of international NGO networks planned a global outreach campaign to engage NGOs around the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM). Three RCEN selected delegates and a Caucus Coordinator attended the meeting, as well as other Toxics Caucus members from Toronto who helped to organize the meeting. Opportunities were identified to engage Canadian ENGOs in global chemicals management processes, which have led to a proposal to Environment Canada for a Canadian NGO workshop on SAICM in 2008.
8. National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) Work Group Anna Tilman, John Jackson, Olga Schwartzkopf, Anne Mitchell, and James White sit on the NPRI WG and several subgroups. The Subgroups met in Vancouver June 13-14; and the WG met in Ottawa November 14-15, in Vancouver Feb. 20-21, and by teleconference March 26, 2008. ENGO teleconferences were held July 3, November 8, and February 14; and a joint call with the ENGO delegates on the Mining Sector Sustainability Table (MSST) was held July 11.
9. New Substances Notification Regulations for Organisms (NSNR – O): Following on a workshop held in June 2006, Environment Canada and Health Canada held a second multi-stakeholder workshop on the NSNR (O) in Gatineau on December 5-6. Four ENGO delegates attended the workshop and prepared a subsequent report.  An ENGO teleconference was held on Nov. 30, which was also attended in part by two representatives from the New Substances Program at EC.
10. New Substances Review Panel: Fe de Leon of CELA and Barbara McElgunn of LDAC participated in a multi-stakeholder external review of the New Substances Program in Ottawa from February 12-14, and prepared an ENGO report. The external review panel was a pilot project for Health Canada and Environment Canada.
11. Pest Management Advisory Council: In October, Sandra Madray of Chemical Sensitivities Manitoba was accepted for a two year term to Health Canada’s Pest Management Advisory Council, which provides advice to the Pest Management Regulatory Agency. As Sandra was unable to attend the PMAC meeting in Ottawa on December 11-12, the alternate, Susan Sang of the York Region Environmental Alliance, attended on behalf of RCEN.
12. Sound Management of Chemicals (SMOC) Working Group Meeting: Anne Kuersten of Tantramar Environmental Alliance attended this meeting organized by the Commission on Environmental Cooperation (CEC) in Tucson, Arizona on March 5-6. Several other RCEN members invited directly by the CEC also attended this meeting.
13. Technical Expert Group on screening assessments of living organisms on the Domestic Substances List (TEG): Maria Castro of Beyond Factory Farming attended a meeting on September 20 in Ottawa, as well as teleconferences on December 10 and April 8 2008. The TEG provides input to the New Substances Program at Environment Canada and Health Canada and will continue to meet regularly into 2009.

