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•  It is believed that the Departments consider it is too soon to form a comprehensive evaluation
on CEPA 1999 effectiveness, that in general the Act is working, and that any changes to
improve the Act can be managed administratively – thus revisions to the Act itself may not
be necessary at this time.  ENGOs do not share this view.

•  Phase 2 provides stakeholders with opportunities to present their views on CEPA 1999 via
letters, briefs and presentations to the Members of Parliament (MPs) on the Committee.  The
issues raised will guide the MPs’ determination of the scope and direction for the one-year
review of CEPA 1999, and the Committee’s subsequent report and recommendations to
Parliament.  Phase 2 may also include consideration of previous Committee reviews, reports
and recommendations for CEPA, the Departments’ evaluation and the Ministers’ views on
the CEPA issues.

•  Phases 3 and 4 will be based on Phases 1 and 2, with ENGOs, other stakeholders (health,
aboriginal communities, etc.) and the general public responding to reports provided at each
stage of the Parliamentary review process.

•  The current Minority government status provides a rare opportunity for the public to effect
improvements to Canada’s principal environmental protection legislation, especially given
the certainty of an upcoming election. Although Phase 2 is not expected to be completed
before the next election, the next Parliament and Committee are expected to reference the
current Committee’s efforts on the CEPA 1999 review.

Recommendations
Strong participation and representation from the public to the parliamentary committee is
crucial during the Phase 2 review period, particularly since CEPA 1999 is under attack from
many quarters.  The CEPA issues raised will be a point of interest from several stakeholders
during and after the election.

ENGO background documents, fact sheets and committee correspondence on CEPA issues have
been prepared to provide guidance in preparation for the committee hearings, and can be found at
the CEN website. To contact ENGOs on this file, the web site has regional contacts.
http://www.cen-rce.org/eng/consultations/delegate_calls/05_1_cepa.html.

Communications to the Committee can be directed via the Clerk, who can be reached at:
http://www.parl.gc.ca/committee/CommitteeList.aspx?Lang=1&PARLSES=381&JNT=0&SELI
D=CONTACT&COM=8976

CEPA 1999 issues can also be directed to individual MPs on the Committee:
http://www.parl.gc.ca/committee/CommitteeList.aspx?Lang=1&PARLSES=381&JNT=0&SELI
D=e18_&COM=8976

We encourage the public to also contact their MP, to ask both the MP’s views on environmental
issues and to present our issues in CEPA Review.  Contacts are found at:
http://www.parl.gc.ca/common/index.asp?Language=E

The Government CEPA Review documents, background and considerations are at:
http://www.ec.gc.ca/CEPARegistry/review/default.cfm
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