Canada’s 2007 Framework for Industrial Air Emissions

Consultation with NGO’s,  June 6,7,8th  Ottawa, Ontario

Overall Comments
Many of the presentations and slides were not legible due to the level of detail on slides. This was a challenge for both presenters when explaining concepts and the attendees who just received the hard copies of the presentation. More thought to enhance this experience is appreciated. Thank-you for the opportunity to participate, and we expect to be included in future discussions. 
There should be a summary table pulling information from all sectors together. Pollutants should be consistent throughout. This includes NOX, SOX, PM, Mercury, CO2(eq) and others as appropriate. Throughout, we need links to health-based standards, cumulative effects, local environment, etc. Remember also that environmental stewardship aligns with long-term sustainability for a business.
Overall the targets are much too relaxed. The process for determining baseline targets for each sector are inconsistent between sectors. As well, assumptions are extremely lenient, in fact so relaxed that most emitters do not have to take any action to reduce emissions. This has to do with several parameters including projections for growth and the selection of median (middle) levels of emissions as a key benchmark when determining limits. In reality, Canada has some white elephants that should not be bringing the national average up. These fossils should be left out of the equation and the benchmark determined based upon the best-performing technologies and facilities. Targets should be based upon the optimal intensity levels. As well, new facilities should not be given a three year grace period before determining emission levels. That is ludicrous.
Taking one point further, the gross emitters should be closed or confronted to improve performance as part of due diligence. Two examples of hot potatoes include:

1) Stelco Inc. in Hamilton that has a PM emission level that shadows any other steel manufacturer. Study the air quality and health patterns in Hamilton, and it becomes obvious that serious action must be taken improve or shut down.

2) The HudBay smelter has mercury emissions that exceed some of the other SECTORS and is grossly higher that any other smelters in Canada. Mercury issues in the Far North and the limit on fish consumption due to mercury contamination is in the news everyone. Making the connections to this smelter, addressing this major problem is paramount. Again, improve performance or shut down.
Now, walking through the presentations in order:

Chemicals and Fertilizers

The PM levels are discarded as insignificant. However they exceed other sectors that are given cuts in PM. Again methodology is alarmingly inconsistent.
For example, the carbon black industry rests within this sector. In Hamilton, right now Columbia Chemical is being investigated for incidents of particulate emissions that have covered the entire east end of Hamilton in soot. This is not an emission or pattern to be ignored for future review. There are many red herrings within this sector that cannot be dismissed.

Cement / Lime / Iron Pelletizing

For cement, look at the graphs of performance and emissions per facilities. As mentioned before, the white elephants should be closed unless stringent environmental performance is achieved.

Aluminum (a)/ Base Metal Smelters/ Iron and Steel / Ilmenite

Again, choose a best available technology to set intensity based limits and overall targets. If the targets are easily attainable, innovation is stifled and we have a business as usual pattern (which ironically is used to determine projected emissions).
Pulp and Paper / Wood

Same comments as mentioned throughout. Hog boilers are an opportunity for co-gen facilities. Again, lower limits will stimulate innovation.

Oil Sands / Refineries

Too much information, too fast (even for the presenter). All key measures must be captured. This is a lucrative industry that must be leading in environmental stewardship. Turn to California and the environmentally responsible culture that they are fostering.

Conventional Oil & Gas / Pipelines

Again, low-NOx burners are already an industry norm. Let’s push the boundaries and develop some targets that will get people’s attention. 

Electricity Sector

Again stringent targets will make the regulations worthwhile and foster innovation through conservation and deployment of renewable energy.
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